
1 
 

THE BORDER TERRIER 
IN BRIEF 



1     2 
 

THE BORDER TERRIER IN BRIEF 
An Informational Booklet 

 

The Border Terrier Club of America (BTCA) has developed this booklet to 
help you decide if a Border Terrier (BT) is the right dog for you. No dog is the 
perfect dog, and all breeds have special characteristics and needs. We think 
the Border Terrier is the best kind of canine companion and friend, but we 
know that terrier manners and Border traits are not for everyone. Because of 
our concern for our little brown friends, we believe it is important that you 
are well informed about the breed before choosing a Border for yourself and 
your family. A Border can live successfully in a variety of situations but, unless 
you are willing and able to provide for his special needs, you will both be 
unhappy. 

Border breeders and owners, like their dogs, are usually friendly. We want you 
to enjoy your Border, should you choose one. Many breeders suggest you visit 
a home where there are Borders before you decide. Whether your interest in 
Borders includes showing in conformation or obedience or having one as a 
family pet, we feel it is important that you understand what makes a Border a 
Border. Then, if you decide to own one, you will treasure him for what the 
breed still is and help us keep him that way. 

WHAT MAKES A BORDER A BORDER AND WHERE DID HE 
COME FROM? 

In the flashy, artfully groomed, and super-charged world of purebred dogs, the 
BT is the master of understatement. In a show ring full of macho, posturing 
terriers, he's the little guy in brown that you will rarely notice. Descriptions 
of the BT range from “moderation in all” to “plain” and “pleasant”. This is a 
breed with no unbalanced exaggerations. In fact, to call a BT a “purebred 
mutt” is considered a compliment as it validates his claim to being a real, 
honest dog! 

The BT is one of several working terrier breeds to emerge along the borders of 
England and Scotland where terriers have been used to hunt fox, otter, and 
vermin for centuries. The Border, the Bedlington, and the Dandie Dinmont are 
thought to have a common ancestor. A soft top knot, characteristic of the 
Bedlington and the Dandie Dinmont, is seen sometimes in the Border along 
with white on the chest and the occasional white on the foot. The Border has 
rarely been sought out for his appearance. However, his plain brown coat and 
self-effacing manners in public disguise a cheerful and sensible companion for 
those who enjoy a terrier bred to think for himself. 

The BT can be identified in hunting scenes painted in the eighteenth 
century, bringing up the rear behind horses and the hounds, obviously 
determined to get there on his sturdy legs in time to help with the action. 
The breed probably gets its name from the fact that it has been used a hunt 
terrier by the Border Foxhounds since 1869. For several centuries, terriers 
that fit the description of the Border were in use in the Border counties of 
England and Scotland by shepherds, farmers, and poachers who wanted a 
game terrier able to go to ground to kill or bolt quarry, yet able to fit in 
comfortably at home when work was done.  

The BT, as a specific breed, was shown first in agricultural shows in 
Northumberland in the late nineteenth century. They were recognized as 
a breed by the Kennel Club in Britain in 1920 and by the American Kennel 
Club (AKC) in 1930. From the very first, Border breeders and owners have 
been concerned that kennel club recognition might lead to changes in the 
appearance and temperament and have tried hard to retain those traits 
which keep the BT from becoming just another terrier in the Terrier 
Group. 

Originally bred as a working terrier, the Border's most 
important breed characteristics still are those necessary 
for the performance of his work. The job of a working 
terrier is to follow its quarry underground, cornering it, 
and either dispatching it or harassing it so much that it 
bolts from the earth. The physical and mental qualities 
that should be “part and parcel” of the Border are the 
results of generations of breeding and enable the Border 
to his job with the least amount of injury to himself and 

with the greatest amount of efficiency possible. Anne Roslin-Williams, 
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respected English author, photographer, and breeder of Border Terriers, 
in discussing breed type in her book The Border Terrier, Third Edition, 
writes: “Although the Standard has been criticized for leaving too much 
to the imagination, I maintain that if one knows the job of a working 
terrier, and has taken the trouble to find out from a good source the basic 
anatomy of a dog, the Standard puts the finishing stitches to the tapestry 
of the Border.” 

The most obvious difference between Borders and other terriers is the 
head. The Border standard calls for a head like that of an otter, described 
as being “moderately broad and flat in skull with plenty of width between 
the eyes and ears. A slight, moderately broad curve at the stop rather than 
a pronounced indentation. Cheeks slightly full”. Among terriers, only a 
correct Border head matches this description. 

The next readily apparent breed description is the coat. A Border in good 
coat should not look “prettied up”. As a working terrier, he has a naturally 
hard, wiry outer coat and a dense, short undercoat, such as he would wear 
if he hunted regularly in the rough fields of his homeland. A working 
Border wears off dead, grown-out hairs on bush and rocks but retains 
enough of both coats to protect himself from weather and rain. A proper 
Border coat, therefore, is of medium length, neither too shaggy nor 
stripped down to its “underwear” or undercoat. While grooming a Border 
may well involve tidying up his coat, the goal is a natural appearance and 
not a sculpted one. While many of the other terriers are clippered, 
chalked, back-combed, and otherwise barbered, a Border should be 
presented in his honest working clothes. 

As important as coat is a Border's pelt or hide. The pelt or hide refers to 
skin; coat refers to hair. A person should feel a Border's coat and pelt to 
evaluate it. The BT standard is the only terrier standard that requires a 
loose-fitting and thick hide. The working Border's hide allows him to 
work his way in and out of narrow openings underground in pursuit of 
his quarry and protects him from scratches and bites. Correct hide is 
critical to Border Terriers. Gingerly pinching the skin is not a true test. 
Both hands should grasp the hide on a Border's back and raise it slightly. 
This is the only way to feel the thickness and looseness of the hide. 

In color the Border may be red, grizzle and tan, blue and tan, or wheaten. 
Reds range from a rich, foxy red to shades of light or coppery red. Grizzle 
refers to the dark tipped hairs which give an overlay of color to a red or 
tan coat. The grizzle may be extensive or fairly light. Blue and tans and 
dark grizzles can be differentiated by the undercoat. The blue and tan will 
have a black undercoat. Wheatens are a clear light tan and are rare. Most 
pups are dark and, except for blue and tans, it is difficult to predict the 
color of the adult coat. All colors usually have a ring of coarse silver based 
hair about a third of the way from the base of the tail. Most Borders have 
dark ears and muzzles. 

A BT is moderate in all aspects of appearance. His bone is “medium” and 
he is “rather narrow in shoulder, body and quarter”. Built for work which 
requires a supple back, a Border is somewhat longer than some terriers. 
Because he must maneuver underground through narrow and twisted 
holes, big ribs, bulky shoulders, or too-short legs are handicaps. The 
standard states that his “body should be capable of being spanned by a 
man's hands behind the shoulders”. To span the dog, stand behind him, 
place your thumbs together just behind the shoulders and reach around 
the rib cage. An [average] man's middle fingers should meet under the 
dog's chest. This is another non-negotiable requirement. Every properly 
built Border should be spannable. 

While today's Border may not have the 
opportunity to run with horses and hounds, 
the standard calls for the “good length of 
stride” and a “gait that is free, agile and 
quick” that an all day hunt requires. Some 
terriers are bred for flashy, perky movement 
in the show ring, a style that lacks the reach 
and drive essential for a BT. A correctly moving Border gives an overall 
impression of efficient, economical movement with lots of stamina. 

Border temperament also sets the breed apart from other terriers. Because 
Borders were expected to run peacefully with foxhounds (similar to the 
Harrier), they were bred for a less dog-aggressive temperament than 
terriers who hunted primarily on their own. While the Border standard 
calls for a characteristic look of “fearless and implacable determination”, 
it states that “by nature he is good-tempered”. And, again, although the 



5     6 
 

standard says that “in the field he is hard as nails, game as they come and 
driving in attack”, it also describes the Border as “affectionate, obedient, 
and easily trained”. The most desirable temperament is seen in Borders 
who are game when set to work, but work and live peacefully with other 
dogs. This attitude is readily apparent in a Terrier Group ring where most 
of the dogs are encouraged to spar with their neighbors. BT's should 
NEVER be sparred. The proper attitude for a Border in this situation 
ranges from quiet determination to uninterested boredom. Fighting with 
other dogs is not part of a Border's job and he should know it. 

Some people dismiss the BT as less exciting in temperament than other 
terrier breeds. While it's true that the Border doesn't have a fiery and 
poised-on-tiptoes attitude, this makes him more, not less, desirable to 
those who know and love the breed. If one looks at the Border objectively, 
one should see an affectionate, workmanlike little fellow in a plain brown 
suit who appreciates his friends and the world at large, knows his job, and 
does the best he can without undue fanfare. 

LIVING WITH A BORDER TERRIER 

Here he is, an eight week old Border Terrier, all joyous, trusting, and 
dependent for love and life on his new owner. Don't be tempted, because 
he is so cute, to delay training him “until he grows some”. There are 
numbers of good books on raising puppies. Pick one that advocates a 
pattern of rewards for good behavior rather than threats and punishments 
for errors. A BT by nature is anxious to please. Harsh correction can ruin 
his basically happy and obliging personality. BT's are sensitive to noise, 
voice and touch. Always use your hands lovingly. Express approval and 
disapproval with your voice. Tell him he is terrific every time he does 
something that you like. Keep corrections brief, clear, and immediate. 
Keep in mind that BTs are affectionate, naive, and sensitive, but rarely 
stupid, and they have long memories. Never hit a Border to discipline him. 
Maintain a routine he can figure out and anticipate. Talk to him a lot. Use 
the same word again and again for regular activities. Say “out”, “supper 
time”, “go to bed”. Hug him. He is guessing what the world really is and 
needs you to find out if his guesses are right. Borders are healthy, active 
dogs and live for twelve to fourteen years and longer. Your time invested 
properly in the beginning will be repaid a thousand-fold over the many 
years you will have together. 

Borders are active dogs and as puppies they can 
really be VERY active. The proper use of a crate 
will improve quality of life for both of you. A wire 
crate will serve for a lifetime as his bedroom, 
travel box, and a secure place when you have 
company who might leave a door open, or when 

he needs peace and quiet. A good brochure is available on the proper use 
of a crate. If no one is home during the day, much thought should be given 
to how long the dog is to be cared for. No dog should be crated for over 
four hours at a time during the day and it is unfair to crate a dog all night 
and then again during the day. If a Border is alone all day, expect to give 
him exercise and devoted attention every evening. Many Border owners 
become enamored with the breed and eventually get another, preferably 
of the opposite sex, thus giving their Borders a companion. Remember, 
Borders do not thrive unless they have steady, loving interaction with 
their people. Never doom a Border to life in a garage or basement or a 
doghouse in the yard. They are not guard dogs but superb and affectionate 
working/companion dogs who have need to share the living quarters and 
lives of their families. 

Borders are not yappy dogs, barking all the time; however, they do keep 
an eye on things and are sure to tell you not only that someone is at the 
door, but that the neighbors dog has just walked past or that the UPS 
truck is next door. They watch you, too, and quickly learn that when you 
put on your garden shoes there is a trip to the backyard, but that dress 
shoes mean you are leaving without them. They know just when it is time 
to be fed and have no qualms about trying to convince you that the clock 
is wrong. Living with a dog that thinks is the charm for most people who 
love the breed, but for someone not interested in having to explain things 
to the dog, too, it can be exasperating. 

Though active, Borders are not constantly asking for attention. 
Permission to be near you, close at your feet or next to you on the sofa, 
some kind words as you go about your chores, and a couple of good hugs 
a day satisfies the adult Border. A surprising number of Borders arrange 
to sleep in somebody's bed where they are quiet and well behaved, kind 
of a canine hot water bottle. 
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The key to most Border's hearts is food. They tend to get pudgy rather 
quickly so treats need to be tiny and low calorie. They enjoy veggies and 
treat the hard ends of lettuce, cabbage and broccoli like candy. The word 
“cookie” brings instant attention and compliance, but the cookies can be 
a single nugget of a different dry dog food, or even, I kid you not, a single 
Cheerio. Since “come” is not a favorite word, many owners resort to the 
reinforcement of a “cookie”. It gets the job done without stress on 
anyone's part. 

A Border gets along well with children provided the children respect and 
love the dog. However, if you have babies and very young children, you 
may want to postpone getting any dog until the caregiver has more time 
to give the animal. Adding a BT to a household is like adding a two year 
old in a dog suit. Without proper attention, the active Border Puppy can 
get into just about as much danger or mischief. Never get a dog with the 
idea of teaching a child responsibility. Both children and puppies need an 
adult caregiver and parents need to accept this before getting the dog. 
Borders will take several years to mature into the steady, devoted family 
friend you thought you were getting. 

GROOMING A BORDER TERRIER 

Borders are not a high maintenance breed but they do need more grooming 
than some books on choosing a dog indicate. The bare necessities are 
clipping nails, checking and cleaning teeth, and keeping the anal and 
genital areas free of hair to be sanitary. Generally, Borders do not require 
frequent bathing. Toweling off when wet and dirty followed by slicker 
brushing when dry usually suffices. Bathing also tends to soften the harsh 
coat that is naturally dirt repellant. If a Border gets dusty, a rubdown with 
a damp towel works well. Borders do not normally have strong odor. If 
you are concerned about “doggy odor”, then perhaps a dog is not the right 
pet for you. Most Borders elect a “sun bath” on a fairly regular basis which 
seems to help keep them sweet smelling. 

Although the Border does not lose quantities of hair seasonally like many 
breeds, there is a certain amount of hair shed. How you choose to care for 
the coat will determine how much hair you find around the house. A 
Border's coat will not shed out completely without help. The Border is 
usually hand stripped twice a year. Most Borders are maintained this way. 

This involves pulling out the dead outer hair by hand, or with the help of 
a stripping tool, leaving the dog in his “underwear”, his soft undercoat. 
The new coat grows in in 8 to 10 weeks. Done correctly, this does not 
inflict pain as the dead hairs pull out easily. A Border being shown in 
conformation must be hand stripped since this gives the dog a wiry new 
jacket. Some Borders are kept in good coat all the time through a process 
known as “rolling”. Twice a month the coat is neatened by hand or with a 
stripping tool, removing enough of the outer coat to keep a new coat 
coming in all the time. Expert help is not necessary for these simple 
procedures, but to be successful and to insure the comfort of the dog, 
training is helpful. Your breeder should be able to guide you and there are 
instructions available in written and video form. 

You may prefer the natural look, doing nothing to a Border's coat except 
brushing it. The length, texture, and thickness of the dog's coat will 
determine the appearance. With this “cocoa-mat” look, the Border can be 
mistaken for a scruffy, mixed breed! 

As old hair dies off, the dog will shed more but new hair will come in only 
where the old coat has come out, which is often where he has rubbed it 
off. A slicker brush can help remove the dead hair. Since the heavier mixed 
old and new coat tends to collect odors, baths become more of a necessity. 
Most owners prefer to strip the dog twice a year rather than have the 
Border try to self-strip along the edges of furniture. 

A few pet owners opt to have their Borders clipped. Clipping is not a 
recommended method of grooming since it does not remove the dead hair 
but merely shortens it. If you take a Border to a groomer it will probably 
be clipped. A Border who has been clipped will lose the texture and color 
of his natural protective coat. This can make a drastic change in the 
appearance of the dog which you may not like. Before you choose this 
method it is wise to discuss it with an experienced Border person and 
your breeder. The coats of some Borders who have been clipped can be 
restored in two or three hand strippings but it is very hard work. For their 
comfort, some older Borders are maintained by clipping. 

HAVING FUN WITH A BORDER TERRIER 

Next to food, the thing the Border needs and enjoys most is time with you. 
Since plenty of exercise is a necessity for Borders, both of these needs can 
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be met with a daily walk. This can be the same twenty minute walk 
around the block, or an hour's stroll in a nearby park. A Border will 
respond with joyous abandon whenever you pick up the leash. It should 
be noted that Borders should always be walked on a lead unless released 
in a completely safe, fenced area. A Flexi-leash, available in many pet 
supply stores, will allow considerable safe freedom to run. 

To make a daily walk enjoyable for both 
Border and owner, a basic obedience or 
puppy socialization class is helpful. 
These classes, usually held once a week 
in the evening for six or eight weeks, are 
very informative about general dog 
behavior and health as well as helpful in 
learning positive ways to get your dog to 
walk on lead, sit and stay quietly, and to 

behave among other dogs and humans. Where the Border is an only dog, 
such classes provide the socialization needed to develop an appropriate 
acceptance of other dogs. The AKC now offers a Canine Good Citizen 
Award to dogs who can pass a simple test demonstrating these canine 
good manners. The test is often given at the end of basic obedience classes 
and the dog who earns one is much easier to live with at home or out in 
public. 

Equipped with basic obedience skills, the world opens up for a Border! 
There are conformation classes for Borders who plan to be show dogs. 
Youngsters interested in showing dogs can work in Junior Showmanship. 
Borders make excellent Therapy Dogs. After training and certification 
usually provided by local therapy groups, they seem to enjoy visiting 
nursing homes, mental hospitals, prisons, and children's groups. 

In many areas there are terrier trials with racing, conformation, go to 
ground exercises, and sometimes opportunities to try out other dog 
sports, such as lure coursing, flyball, and agility. These are great fun and 
often earn funds for worthy causes. The AKC has an Earth Dog Test which 
offers three levels of certification for breeds, like the BT, which are bred 
to work underground. Some Borders are worked regularly hunting 
woodchuck, rats, and other quarry for which they were originally bred. 

The American Working Terrier Association can help people interested in 
hunting with terriers. 

Border Terriers can compete quite well in obedience, provided the trainer 
has a stick-to-it attitude and a sense of humor. Border owners working in 
obedience have many amusing stories to tell about the “creative Border”. 
For although Borders learn the basic obedience exercises very quickly, 
keeping their attention and interest is a challenge for even the most 
experienced trainer. Borders need to be trained in a great variety of 
situations in order to compete successfully. Nevertheless, many Borders 
have gone on to compete in advanced obedience work, and, as of this date, 
three Borders have obtained their OTCh, the much coveted AKC 
Obedience Trial Championship. 

Perhaps the biggest mistake beginners make is training with an instructor 
who does not understand terriers or the BT. Although the Border appears 
to be a tough, confident little dog, underneath he is very sensitive and can 
not take harsh corrections. Most Borders do very well with positive 
motivational training. The key to successful obedience training is first 
knowing the individual dog's personality, and then finding an instructor 
who can bring out the best in both dog and trainer. 

The fastest growing dog sport is dog agility, which is a timed obstacle 
race. Many BT's are competing successfully and earning titles. Borders are 
a “natural” for this type of training. They have the confidence and the 
spunk to tackle the obstacles, love the tunnels, and have the speed to 
make the course time. Agility is fun for the handler and the dog, and, for 
the dog with an obedience title, it usually takes very little “homework” 
time to begin to compete. Classes in novice and advanced agility work are 
offered in increasing numbers of places. An obedience background is 
strongly recommended before beginning agility work. 

For those that love the outdoors and have a sense of adventure, tracking 
could well be the sport to enjoy with a Border. Borders have good noses, 
can do well in tracking, and some go on to receive the AKC Tracking Dog 
title. As in obedience training, handlers must remember that they are 
dealing with an independent thinking animal. Food motivation usually 
works the best. Many experienced trackers feed their Borders dinner as a 
reward at the end of the track. Tracking is not for the faint of heart as it 
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must be done regardless of weather or ground conditions, but it is great 
fun and very rewarding for both the owner and the dog. 

Flyball is thrilling for those who enjoyed relay races as a kid. Flyball racing 
is done with a team made up of four dogs of various breeds. Many Borders 
are competing in Flyball and seem to enjoy it immensely. 

When the temperature reaches 85 
degrees, the most enthusiastic and 
energetic Border suddenly fades. BT's do 
not perform well when it is hot. Most 
people who are involved in obedience, 
agility, and flyball, give their Borders the 
summer off, or work only in air-
conditioned buildings. If you decide to work out of doors, be sure to take 
precautions to keep the dog comfortable and safe in the heat. 

The BTCA, recognizing that Borders enjoy being active, offers highly 
prized Versatility Awards to members whose Borders are successful in 
several dog activities. Information on these awards is available from the 
BTCA. 

A HEALTHY BORDER TERRIER 

As a breed, BT's are generally healthy. A good diet, plenty of exercise, 
regular grooming, routine veterinary care with the necessary inoculations 
and a heartworm preventative, should keep a Border in good health. 
Borders should be fed a measured amount of a high quality dry dog food. 
Since they gain weight easily, care should be taken to match food intake 
with proper exercise. A Border should be well-muscled, not fat. You 
should be able to feel the dog's ribs. 

One of the reasons the BT is a fairly healthy breed is years of concerned, 
responsible breeding. Genetic problems occasionally found in Borders are 
hip dysplasia, heart defects, PRA (progressive retinal atrophy) and 
Juvenile Cataracts (forms of blindness), seizures, allergies, bite 
malocclusion and undescended testicles. Though these conditions are a 
concern, the incidence is limited compared to other breeds. These defects 
have not become widespread in the breed because of careful, selective 
breeding by BT breeders. 

Borders have been known to have problems with anesthesia because they 
may be slow to induce. This should be mentioned to to the veterinarian. 
The anesthesia dosage should be adjusted to the weight of the dog. 
Another thing to remember is that Borders are very stoic. If they are 
suddenly withdrawn and quiet, they must be checked carefully since they 
do not show pain or discomfort when they are not feeling well. The 
problem could be anything from a thorn in a paw to the ingestion of a 
toxin. 

A breeder may offer a “show quality” or a “pet” puppy. Many breeders sell 
their pet puppies with limited AKC registration, which denies offspring 
AKC registration unless revoked, or with a spay/neuter contract. 
Although some people may consider this an intrusion, it is a sign of a 
responsible breeder, one who cares about the future of the breed. It means 
that the breeder has determined that this puppy, although a wonderful 
companion, is NOT so superior an example of the breed that it should be 
bred. What your breeder is doing will help maintain the high quality 
standards of the breed and his decisions and the contract should be 
honored. 

If you are interested in a “show puppy”, bear in mind that the most perfect 
eight week old puppy may not turn out to be show quality. The bite can 
go off, or a testicle may not drop, for example. These unforeseen problems 
happen to the best of us. Showing is a time consuming, expensive 
commitment, but let us assume that all goes well and that you have a 
champion. Should you breed? Many champion dogs and bitches are not 
bred. Keep in mind that dogs do not need to be bred to experience a full 
life, as many people assume. Not all AKC champion dogs and bitches 
should be bred. Your breeder can help you decide if breeding this 
particular Border will contribute to the future of the breed. If the breeder 
agrees that you should breed your champion Border, he can suggest 
appropriate mating. However, it is very important to x-ray for hip 
dysplasia first. Your veterinarian will explain the procedure required and 
submit the films for evaluation and certification to the OFA. A dog must 
have had its second birthday before it can be certified as clear of hip 
dysplasia. Owners who plan to do advanced obedience, flyball, or agility 
work should also check hip conformation. It is also recommended that 
your dog be screened for inheritable eye problems before you breed. An 
eye exam by a veterinary ophthalmologist can be obtained at minimal cost 



13     14 
 

at dog shows offering an Eye Clinic, or your veterinarian can help you 
locate a specialist practicing in your area. These things are important. No 
Border with genetic or temperament problems should ever be bred. 

A female puppy should have her first season between six to ten months of 
age, and subsequent seasons about every six months thereafter. Usually 
the heat cycle lasts twenty-one days. Throughout this period, she needs 
to be confined to protect her from being bred accidentally. Most 
veterinarians advise waiting to breed until at least the third or fourth 
season. There is always a risk to the mother 
and the puppies during any pregnancy and 
whelping. A veterinarian should be 
consulted before breeding and worked 
with closely during gestation and delivery 
in case problems arise. 

Should you decide to breed, you will become a “breeder”. Being a breeder 
is rewarding, but can be heartbreaking, as any breeder will tell you. 
Whelping and rearing puppies properly is very time consuming and 
costly. You will NOT make money breeding dogs and you ultimately must 
be responsible for each and every puppy you bring into the world. Many 
concerned breeders accept this responsibility for the entire life of the dog. 
Should you become a breeder, you will share the responsibility for the 
future of BT's with other breeders and, hopefully, will strive to maintain 
the wonderful temperament and health that the Border now enjoys. 

WHY A BORDER IS NOT FOR EVERYONE 

A Border is not for people who want a dog “some of the time”. Borders 
who don't feel part of their family are not happy. Stuck out in a kennel all 
day, they bark, and their bark is meant to be heard from ten feet 
underground. Obviously, this will disturb the neighbors. In a suburban 
neighborhood, the police come. Left in the yard, even if fenced, Borders 
can find a way to get out. They are determined diggers, can climb, and, 
once out, usually get hit by a car. They have no sense about cars and dart 
out right in front of them. Sad to say, being small and nondescript, people 
don't seem to mind hitting them. If you want a yard dog, don't get a Border 
Terrier. 

Borders were bred to hunt and the older they get, the braver they become 
about going off, especially if there are two of them. They were bred to 
cover extensive territory with foxhounds (similar to the Harrier) , so no 
farm is big enough to keep them safe. A Border was bred to think for 
himself, which can be both his most endearing and most frustrating 
quality. Told to stay, he will oblige for what he considers enough time, 
then slip off about his own business. Confronted, he will act sorry since 
he really likes to please. Punish him harshly, and you will break his spirit. 
If you want a dog that is unfailingly obedient, don't get a Border Terrier. 

Borders are active dogs who love and need regular exercise in fairly large 
quantities. They do not necessarily come into the house and lie down 
quietly. Being terriers, they are bouncy, bark when someone comes to the 
door, and run to greet them. Border greetings are quite effusive. A simple 
hello is not enough for them. Many offer generous kisses. Keeping their 
feet on the floor is a constant struggle that most Border owners give up 
on. If you don't like dogs jumping on you, don't get a Border Terrier. 

Borders have very strong jaws and teeth. They were bred to kill fox and 
other varmints. Chewing is something that all puppies do, but Borders 
may carry it just a bit farther and some never really outgrow it. There is 
hardly a toy that is Border proof. Rugs, especially scatter rugs, and chair 
legs are prime targets. One young Border even demolished a kitchen 
counter! If you don't want to crate your dog when you go out and to have 
your house littered with suitable chew toys, don't get a Border Terrier. 

In general, Borders get along with other dogs and the family cat, especially 
if the cat was there first. They will chase, and may kill, stray cats that come 
into the yard if they can catch them. Without training, they are not safe 
with small furry pets such as gerbils or guinea pigs. If you or your children 
raise fancy mice or rabbits, have other rodents for pets, or have birds who 
are allowed out of their cages, a Border is the wrong dog for you. 

Borders are not safe off lead except in securely fenced areas. The best 
trained Border will bolt after a cat or squirrel despite your commands. 
And the older they get, the more ready they seem to do this. More Borders 
are killed by cars than die of disease or old age. If you enjoy walking with 
your dog running freely by your side, choose another breed. 
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In sum, Borders are vital without being hyper, affectionate, responsive to 
approval, sentries rather than guards, non-territorial, athletic, 
cooperative, hardy, gentle self-starters. They need to be closely supervised 
always, interacted with regularly, and do not thrive where they are not 
part of a family's life. They do well in big cities, in small towns, or in the 
country. They adapt well to life's circumstances, think there are no people 
like their people, and love you unconditionally. The hope of those who 
know and care deeply about Border traits is that their unique qualities 
will be loved and preserved by those who hold them. 

We hope this brochure has been helpful to you. The Border Terrier is a 
wonderful canine companion when he is right for your situation. Think 
carefully before making this very important decision. Should you choose 
a Border Terrier, you can count on Border owners and breeders helping 
you. The Border Terrier Club of America believes in supporting Border 
owners and is happy to provide information and advice. 

To locate a Border Terrier Breeder in your area, or find someone who is 
not currently breeding Border Terriers but who is willing to help you 
make the right decision, please visit our Online Breeder Directory. 
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